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Greetings fellow Newcomers! Now that the COVID stage has gone down to stage 3, 
the Board has decided to resume our regular social activities. The groups that 
normally meet in homes will each determine how they want to proceed.

We had a picture-perfect day for the September Wine event. The Golf Outing took 
place on October 20. The Out-to-Lunch group will be meeting on November 10. The 
rescheduled New Member social will be on November 3, and the Men's Happy Hour 
will be on November  11. 

Your social team continues to make plans for the Holiday Gala taking place on 
December 9. I’m looking forward to cocktails and socializing around the Sonesta 
Hotel’s beautiful holiday tree and to partying with the Groove Knight band. The Gala 
invitation and reservation form will be coming out soon.

Save the date of January 17 for the kickoff of our new Bunco group. Ted and Barbara 
Carpenter will be hosting. We think Bunco will once again become a very popular 
social, and we will be ready to add a second host home if there is demand.

The Newcomers slate of officers for 2022 was sent out for an all-member 
confirmation vote. If you have not yet sent your vote to John Bergen, please find the 
email sent to you on October 14 and forward your vote to John before November 3. 

Happy Halloween and we’ll look forward to seeing you at a upcoming social event. 
!!! Joan Peterson  
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We are excited to once again resume our Out-to-
Lunch social group.  

The November lunch will be at Santa Catarina on 
Wednesday, November 10 at 11:30 located at 
1310 RR 620 S, Lakeway.

Our luncheons are open to all Lakeway 
Newcomers members (singles, couples, men and 
women).

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Renea 
Bergan at rbergan55@gmail.com by no later than 
Monday, November 8 .

Chair: Renea Bergan

We have restarted in-home meetings. The group 
selects two to three films to watch on their own, and 
then on the fourth Friday of each month, we meet as a 
group to discuss and rate that month’s selected movies. 

Attendees will bring an appetizer or dessert to share in 
addition to bringing their own beverage of choice. 
There is a social time at 7:00 with the movie discussion 
beginning at 7:30. A short social break occurs between 
the discussion and the group selection of the next 
month’s movies. The movies can be a mix of in-theater 
and video streaming options.

Group members take turns being the host. The host of 
the current month’s meeting will set the attendance 
capacity for their home. Once the home’s capacity has 
been reached, a wait-list will be started. To be placed 
on the group’s mailing list, email Faith Stevens at 
faithstevens@gmail.com .

Co-Chairs: Don and Faith Stevens
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Unlike the previous Bunco group format, the new 
group will cater to both couples and singles. This 
new Bunco-for-All group will begin January 17.
The previous Bunco hosting format restricted the 
number of members who could participate. There 
was always a waiting list due to the popularity of 
this group. The new format would include having 
more than just one host home, with 12 to 16 
people (3 to 4 tables) participating at each host 
home. 
If you would like to lead this group as its Chair, or 
you are willing to host an upcoming Bunco event, 
please contact Joan Peterson at kepjcp@msn.com.

Dining Out continues to be a great success!  The next 
Dining Out cycle will begin in January and conclude at the 
end of May.  

If you are interested in participating in the next Dining 
Out cycle, and you did not participate in the current 
cycle, please send your request for joining the group to 
lakewaydiningout@gmail.com. New requests to join 
Dining Out must be received before November 11th.  In 
your request, please indicate whether you would like to 
be an active participant or a substitute.

If you participated in the current cycle, no action is 
necessary, that is, unless you wish to drop out or change 
your status to substitute. Please notify Chair Ed Hermann 
before November 11th if you anticipate your participation 
status changing for the upcoming January cycle.

Chair: Ed Hermann
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We are pleased to announce  a Men’s Night Out 
Happy Hour for our male Lakeway Newcomer 
members!

This event will be held at the newly remodeled 
indoor restaurant/bar area located at the Live Oak 
Golf course. The “Smoked at the Oak” restaurant 
will be a great venue to gather for socializing with 
other fellow Lakeway Newcomer men.  

We will meet between 5:00 and 7:00 PM on 
Thursday, November 11th.  We hope you can stop 
in for a drink or to try an item from the Oak’s 
barbeque menu.  Please RSVP before November 
8th to John Bergan at johnberg3737@gmail.com so 
that John will have a count to pass on to the 
restaurant for planning purposes. 

Four teams had a fun, low-stress scramble on October 
20th at the Live Oak course. It was a close race, but the 
team of Jim Filas, Charlie Hitchins, Cathy Shoemaker, and 
Dan Teichman came out on top. After playing the 9 
holes, most of the players congregated at the Hills Club 
for socialization and dinner.  The group chairs will be 
looking at available tee times in early December for the 
group’s next outing. Watch for a date announcement.

4

mailto:johnberg3737@gmail.com


5

Rain was predicted, but the weather cooperated, and September 29 was a beautiful day 
for our first meeting of the Newcomers Wine Group at the Spicewood Vineyard. The group 
congregated at tables on the covered porch, and we were serenaded by a babbling brook 
that ran along side the porch. 

Attendance was at full capacity for sampling some excellent cheeses from Antonelli’s 
cheese shop as we tasted six of the vineyard’s wines.  We learned a little history behind 
the 14-year old winery, some of it quite comical, from the winery’s founder, Ron Yates.

Chairs Scott Westfall and Bruce Bauman will soon begin planning the group’s next outing, 
which will likely be in January or February of 2022. Watch for information about the next 
event in an up-coming newsletter.



The membership form for new members and for renewing members can be printed from the Membership link 
on our website located at: Lakewaynewcomers.com

If you had contact information changes (e.g., email, phone number, address changes), or you have questions 
about joining or renewing, please contact Jim Filas at: lakewaynewcomers2020@gmail.com or (512) 660-8637
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Do you know a member, who is seriously ill, hospitalized, injured, or has had a 
death in the family?  If so, please call Pat Younger at (713) 816-6477 or e-mail her 
at youngerpat@aol.com so that our club's support can be shared with a card, with 
prayers, or by other forms of caring.

For Newcomers Club news information, including the current and archived 
newsletters, check the club website at:  Lakewaynewcomers.com

The website-protected areas include the membership directory.  To access the 
protected areas, use your assigned password.  If you do not remember your 
logon information, please email Steve Guty at: ctl-alt-del@msn.com

Your Current 2021 Lakeway Newcomers Board 
President: Joan Peterson
Vice President and Treasurer: Keith Peterson
Secretary: Faith Stevens
Director Socials and Special Events: Renee Picanso

Social Committee: Robin Hermann, Cindy Kilmer, Sara Scarberry
Director, Membership: Jim Filas
Director, Technology : Steve Guty
Director, Newsletter and Communications: Don Stevens
Director, Welcoming Care and Concern: Pat Younger

No Cards to members needing our support were sent this past month
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Before November 3, be sure to email your vote to John Bergan to confirm the 2022 Board candidate slate
Office Candidate

President Jim Filas

Vice President/Treasurer Scott Westphal

Director Social & Special Events Pam Filas

Recording Secretary Faith Stevens

Director Membership Val Ward

Director Communications & Newsletter Don Stevens

Director Technology Steve Guty

Director Welcome, Care & Concern Debbie Carver
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Please be aware that a scammer is still sending emails to some of our members. The 
scam email pretends to come from our President, Joan Peterson. This scammer has 
been targeting multiple membership organizations within the Austin area. 

Please know that a Lakeway Newcomers board member will never solicit donations or 
gift cards from our members via an email or text. If you get an email or text asking for 
money or gift cards for what may appear to be a good cause this should be an immediate 
red flag that the it is a scam. When you view the actual email address behind the 
supposed board member’s name, you will likely find a strange address. In the most 
recent case that email originated with a domain address in the Czech Republic.

If you receive this type of scam email, your best course of action is to block the sender 
and delete the email. Never reply to a suspicious message that asks for money or 
personal information.
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